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“Come to me all 

you who are  

weary and  

burdened, And I 

will give  

you rest.” 
   

Matthew 11:28 

 

Beloved in the Lord, 
 

You have heard it said 

that in Spring a young 

man’s fancy turns to love. 

True as that saying may 

be, I have to tell you an 

additional truth…that in 

Autumn and old priest’s 

thoughts always turn to 

Stewardship. For over 

forty years now I’ve 

sought words and images 

to help the good folk to 

whom and with whom I 

minister make spiritual 

decisions about their own 

commitments to God’s 

work through the local 

Church. 

 

Lately I’ve been mus-

ing about the reasons 

we make pledges of 

our time, talent, and 

treasure to and 

through our parishes. 

I find it relatively 

easy to identify things 

like: adherence to 

Scriptural teaching, 

being faithful to the 

Church’s teaching, I 

have a responsibility 

to this congregation, I 

want to do my part, 

even…(I’m not kid-

ding, I have heard 

this one…) I have to 

pledge so they’ll do 

my funeral here. 

What would you add 

to this list? 

 

The best reason for 

being a Christian 

steward is not listed 

in the preceding para-

graph; it’s the sim-

plest one I can think 

of, and also the hard-

est one for many of 

us to embrace fully. I 

think the foundational 

reason for Christian 

Stewardship is grati-

tude. We need to ap-

proach life with a 

“gratitude attitude.” 

Sounds simple, does-

n’t it? Even a little 

childish perhaps? Yet 

it is a lifelong chal-

lenge for most of us; 

our own pride and 

selfishness gets in the 

way when we try to 

take sole credit for 

our achievements. 

Why should we give 

back 10 percent to 

God when we’ve 

done all the work…

and give it off the top 

the preacher says? 

 

The only way we’ll 

get there is with the 

attitude of gratitude.  

Start the day thanking 

God. When I was in 

prep school, the 

breakfast Grace was 

often: “Lord, we 

thank thee for the 

refreshment of an-

other night and pray 

thee to help us to 

use in thy service 

the strength of this 

new day.” For over 

50 years now I have 

prayed those words 

every morning and 

they have helped 

me greatly on my 

journey. I invite you 

to try them. 

 

And at the day’s 

close, no matter 

how weary you are, 

find one blessing in 

the day past for 

which you can say 

“Thank you Lord.” 

Cultivate that atti-

tude of gratitude. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Fr. Jim+ 
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EPH Update 
 

 

A successful journey towards self-sufficiency, shared by a thankful mom. 

 

“In May of 2017 I found myself in a very difficult situation. I was pregnant with two children, 

and we were homeless. Frantically I called around for help. I reached out to the Salvation Army, 

and was moved into a home provided by EPH.  After giving birth to my daughter, I found out 

the father of my children had been incarcerated. During his incarceration he made a decision to 

make right his wrongs. I made a request to allow him to join his family on our journey towards 

stability. After careful consideration and an interview, he was allowed to join us. Our family was 

reunited.  During this time, we also paid off over $7,000 of our debt.  

In August of 2018 we were informed by EPH that their long-term supportive housing program 

had a house available. Our family moved into that house, and we are on track to sign a formal 

lease in December. No doubt we would not be where we are today without the help from The 

Salvation Army and EPH.  This partnership made sure my family had a safe and comfortable 

place to live, as well as the tools and resources needed to accomplish our goals. They did all of 

this without bias or placing judgments.” 

Many thanks to our partnership and affiliate churches for their gifts, talents, and prayers.  

 

 

Paid and Volunteer Maintenance Staff Needed 

EPH is looking for both a paid staff person as well as volunteers to help keep our homes well 

maintained for the families we serve. If you have “handyman” skills, please contact Sue Mills at 

920-676-3779. We could use your time and talents! 
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Graced by the Fruits of Our Labor 

Winning the Prize 

 
     We like winning!  How did you feel the last time that you won at playing cards or a board game?  

Winning gives us great joy.  Whether the winning prize is money, ribbons, trophies, or just an “atta-boy” 

or “atta-girl,” we work harder, and we give it our maximum effort to earn the prize. 

     In the 9th chapter of 1 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul refers to the contest of running.  To be the fastest 

runner, runners go through disciplined training to make themselves faster so they can cross the finish 

line first and win the prize. 

     1 Corinthians 9:24-27 reads, ñDo you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets 

the prize?  Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training.  They do it to get a crown that 

will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.ò  The Apostle Paul refers to a much more 

important event than runners running a race to win a prize that wont’ last.  He refers to a race that in-

volves life and death.  The special prize that Paul refers to in these verses is the prize of eternal life.  The 

prize is life with Jesus forever! 

     Although Paul contrasted the two different prizes, he does refer to the similarities in the effort needed 

to run both races.  Runners train diligently for their races through “strict training.”  The Christian disci-

plines himself, making his body his “slave,” ñfor the sake of the Gospel, that we may share in its bless-

ingsò (1 Corinthians 9:23).  As Christians, we know we can be faithful in what we do because God is 

within us, and he strengthens us.  God calls us to give wholeheartedly in our service to him through serv-

ing others, and, to help us do that, we will begin, this week, a three-week series of Stewardship titled: 

Grace by the Fruits of Our Labor. 

     As God’s people, we need to keep our focus on the all-important prize and, with God’s help, not to 

allow successes in this life interfere with the goal of receiving the most wonderful prize which is eternal 

life with him 

 

************************************************************************** 
 

 

 
St. Paulôs Shining Stars 

 
It’s that time of year again!  We are looking for anyone who is in need of Christmas gifts this 

year.  There are forms on the back table to fill out if you would like to submit anyone or families 

to receive Christmas gifts this year.   

 

Submissions are due on Sunday, Nov. 11th.  Our tree will be displayed on Sunday, Nov. 18th.  

You will be able to shop for 3 weeks and all wrapped gifts with the stars attached are due on 

Sunday, Dec. 16th.  
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I am a Christian 

 

         When I say that “I am a Christian, “ I am not shouting that “I am clean living.”  I’m whis-

pering “I was lost, but now I’m found and forgiven.”  

         When I say “I am a Christian,” I don't speak of this with pride.  I’m confessing that I stum-

ble and need Christ to be my guide. 

        When I say “I am a Christian,”  I’m not trying to be strong.  I’m professing that I’m weak 

and need his strength to carry on. 

       When I say “I am a Christian,”  I’m not bragging of success.  I’m admitting I have failed 

and need God to clean my mess. 

      When I say “I am a Christian,”  I’m not claiming to be perfect.  My flaws are far to visible, 

but God believes I am worth it. 

     When I say “I am a Christian,”  I still feel the sting of pain.  I have my share of heartaches, so 

I call upon His name.  

     When I say “I am a Christian,”  I’m not holier than thou.  I’m just a simple sinner who re-

ceived God’s good grace, somehow! 

Author  Unknown 

 

*********************************************************************************** 

 

Womenôs Ministry 

 

The Women’s Ministry met on Oct. 7th after having the summer off.  They have already booked 

the talent for next year’s Salad Luncheon.  They have Fernando Jimenez coming.  He is a musi-

cian, sings and Rhythm Guitarist.  The Women’s Ministry voted to give $500.00 towards our 

2018 Diocesan Pledge.   

The Women’s Ministry will not meet in November.  The next meeting will be on Sunday, Dec. 

2nd.          

Marie Schiltz-Secretary 
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Nov: 

     
Sun. Nov. 4-Morning Prayer Service-9:00am  

                    Vestry meeting following the service 

                     Dinner for Fun-ds-3:00-7:00pm. Townline  
        

Wed. Nov. 7-Memory Café - 1:00-3:00pm 

             

Sun. Nov. 11-Sunday Service/Sunday School-9:00am 

                      Submissions for Shining Stars due today 
   

Sun. Nov. 18-Sunday Service/Sunday School-9:00am 

                       Stewardship Sunday & Pet Blessing 
 

Tues. Nov. 20-Vestry Meeting - 5:00pm 
              

Sun. Nov. 25-Sunday Service-9:00am 

                       NO Sunday School 
            

Dec: 
 

Sun. Dec. 2-Sunday Service/Sunday School-9:00am 

                    Women’s Ministry meeting 
 

Wed. Dec. 5-Memory Café - 1:00-3:00pm 
 

Sun. Dec. 9-Sunday Service/Sunday School-9:00am 
                   
Sun. Dec. 16-Sunday Service/Sunday School-9:00am 

                     Shining Star gifts due today 
 

Tues. Dec. 18-Vestry Meeting-5:00pm 
 

Sun. Dec. 23-Sunday Service-9:00am 

                       NO Sunday school / Decorate church 
                

Mon. Dec. 24-Christmas Eve Service-4:30pm 

                                          

Fri. Dec. 28-Deadline for “Churchyard News” articles 
 

Sun. Dec. 30-Sunday Service-9:00am 

                         NO Sunday school 
 

C a l e n d a r :  
N o v  &  D e c  

2 0 1 8  
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Birthdays:         

Nov. 1:   Ron Ross 

Nov. 5:   Annabel Mathew  

Nov. 14:  Mike Hoffman  

Nov. 15:  Craig Stelzer 

Nov. 16:  Renee DeBroux 

Nov. 24:  Nathan Giesen 

 

Dec. 1:  Paul Holzschuh 

Dec. 28:  Seth Stelzer 

Dec. 30:  Joan Johnston 

Dec. 31:  Ted Boehm 

 

  Anniversaries:  
 

Nov. 9:  Josh & Melissa Schiltz 

Nov. 25:  Paul Holzschuh  &  

               Nancy Behm 

Nov. 29:  Deacon Nancy Behm   

               (Ordination) 
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Vestry Meeting Notes 

  

         

¶ We will trim down some of the evergreens and shrubs in front of the church within the next 

month.  

      

¶ We are receiving many donations for the Dinner for Fun-ds.  We are hopeful that we will 

have a great turn out.     

 

¶ The Stewardship program this year is “Graced by the Fruits of Our Labor”.  We will have 3 

weeks of Stewardship talks with Stewardship Sunday being Nov. 18th.  We will also have a 

Pet Blessing on that day.     

               

¶ We are currently working of raising funds for our 2018 pledge payments to the Diocese.  

We are currently paid through June.     

 

¶ UTO Sunday will be Sunday, November 4th.  


